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Today the Slovenian parliament, led by the left wing coalition, confirmed the nomination of Mr. 
Branko Masleša for the President of the Supreme Court of Slovenia (SCS) by 47 votes in favour, 
32 votes against and 4 abstentions. Mr. Masleša's candidacy was submitted and supported from 
the beginning by the current Slovenian left wing government.   
 
The main Slovenian opposition party SDS, led by the former Slovenian Prime Minister Mr. Janez 
Janša, strongly opposes this nomination (and has also opposed Mr. Masleša’s nomination for a 
Supreme Court Judge 10 years ago), due to a list of controversial facts, also noted by foreign 
media (for example the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: http://www2.sds.si/news/7632).  
 
Mr. Masleša was the last judge in the Socialist Republic of Slovenia (prior to Slovenian 
Independence) to have sentenced somebody to death. He was also a high-ranking functionary of 
the Communist Party in the former communist regime.   
 
In former Yugoslavia, illegal border crossing was qualified as an offense. Though, no legal 
(public) law, allowed shooting of those who tried to cross the border illegally and escape the 
totalitarian oppression. Still such killings occurred throughout the period of the communist 
Yugoslavia, the last happened in 1989, just before Slovenian Independence. There are many 
indications that Mr. Masleša participated in secret commissions of the Yugoslav army, which 
verified such killings at the border.    
 
These statements were also confirmed by Slovenian Constitutional Court Judge Mr. Jan Zobec, 
who claimed that Mr. Masleša told his colleagues how he participated at a verification of a killing 
of a renegade from one of the Eastern European socialist countries.    
 
Similar accusations of Mr. Masleša and a disagreement with his nomination for the President of 
the SCS were also expressed by two Slovenian Supreme Court judges, one retired Judge at 
Slovenian city of Koper Court where Mr. Masleša used to work and other anonymous sources.   
 
There are also some indications that Mr. Masleša actively opposed Slovenia's independence.    
 
All of the former Slovenian Presidents of the Supreme Court had either academic titles or were 
renowned judicial experts. On the other hand Mr. Masleša's set of scientific and expert 
publications shows his weakness in the expert area and lack of reasonable reputation in the 
judiciary circles.     
 
The nomination of a person that has been severely violating human rights, for such an important 
position in the judicial system of one of the European Union member states, is in total 
disagreement with the basic European principles of democracy.    
 



After the renaming of a street in the Slovenian capital Ljubljana after the former Yugoslav 
dictator, the awarding of a high state decoration to the last head of the communist secret police by 
the President of the Republic, and the recent decision of a Slovenian judge to hold the trial in the 
so-called Patria case in secret, it is becoming more and more obvious, that we are facing a return 
of the judicial system to the totalitarian era.   
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