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The United States Meets Europe:
A Forum for Young Leaders 

About the Forum...
The United States Meets Europe: A Forum for Young Leaders 
(USAME) is an active network of individuals interested in strength-
ening and supporting relations between the United States and 
Europe. The Forum was developed by the Institute for Cultural 
Diplomacy.

About the Institute...
The Institute for Cultural Diplomacy (ICD) is an international, not-
for-profit, non-governmental organisation focused on the theo-
retical and practical development of organised cultural exchange. 
Based in Berlin, the main focus of ICD activity is the support of 
a number of different bi- and multi-lateral Forums that bring 
together young leaders from across the world. In addition, the 
ICD provides the online media service Cultural Diplomacy News 
(www.cd-n.org), develops and organises events in Berlin, includ-
ing “Black History Month in Berlin” and “German-Turkish Week”, 
and runs programs that focus on the history, development, and 
contemporary application of cultural diplomacy through the ICD 
Academy.

How do I join USAME?
To join the Forum you must first take part in a USAME Weeklong 
Seminar. These Weeklong Seminars are held every four months 
in Berlin and consist of five-day programs of lectures, seminars, 
group discussions, and cultural excursions. The aim of the Week-
long Seminars is to explore the economic, political, and cultural 
relations between the United States and Europe, and consider 
how they can be supported through cultural diplomacy. Speakers 
include experts from the field of academia, politics, economics, 
culture and the arts, and practitioners from civil society. Applica-
tions to take part in a Weeklong Seminar are welcome from indi-
viduals with an active interest in transatlantic relations.

Forum Activity
The USAME Forum conducts a range of activity to support rela-
tions between the United States and Europe, including conduct-
ing research and organising cultural exchange initiatives. 

USAME Forum members are able to communicate with each oth-
er, and the members of other ICD Forums, through the ICD Young 
Leaders Online Forum. Through this Online Forum, and the guid-
ance and support of the ICD, Forum members are able to develop, 
market, and organise their own leadership initiatives.

The ICD supports Forum members in the writing of case stud-
ies, which can explore a particular element European – American 
relations, or the field of cultural diplomacy in general. These case 
studies are published online by the ICD.

Forum members are invited to attend the annual ICD Young Lead-
ers conference, which takes place each December in Berlin, giving 
them another chance to extend their network and win further 
support for their leadership initiatives.

European-American Relations
The United States and Europe have a deep and complex 
rela¬tionship rooted in a history of mutual eco¬nomic, political, 
and cultural exchange. From mass immigration to war to strategic 
partnership, there has always been a strong interaction between 
the two regions. According to a recent US census, around 74% of 
Americans are of European descent. The effects of such a cultural 
in¬fluence have been profound upon American society, customs, 
and language over the four hundred years since the first Euro-
pean immigrants landed on American soil.  American influence 
in Europe has also been significant, particu¬larly in the domains 
of music and media. Despite such strong historical links, however, 
recent events have placed the European-American relationship 
in a new light, highlighting important differences between their 
cultures.

The Need for Cultural Diplomacy 
In seeking to bring the United States and Europe closer to¬gether 
and to facilitate improved cooperation and agreement on issues 
such as the environment, the use of force abroad, and relations 
with the Middle East, cultur¬al diplomacy can play an important 
role. Cultural diplomacy can help by encouraging understanding 
between Europeans and Americans at all levels from the grass roots 
to the political. Increased understanding of the positions and be-
haviour of each other increases the likelihood of sustainable, con-
structive cooperation.

A Cultural Diplomacy Case Study:
The Amerika Häuser
One of the most successful examples of Cultural Diplomacy be-
tween the United States and Europe is the establishment of Amer-
ika Häuser (America houses) across Germany during the Cold War. 
These institutions provided an opportunity for German citizens to 
learn about American culture and politics and provided a crucial 
bridge across the Atlantic. Their influence in bringing an end to the 
Cold War and creating a special relationship between the United 
States and Germay is widely acknowledged today.

Further Information
Further information about The United States Meets Europe: A Fo-
rum for Young Leaders, including the dates of the next Weeklong 
Seminar, can be found on the ICD Young Leaders Forums website 
under www.culturaldiplomacy.org/youngleadersforums/index.php

The USAME Team can be contacted under
usame@culturaldiplomacy.org
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